It is a strong belief in the organization, that the idea of a “born teacher” is a myth. In consequence,
teaching is viewed as an art and a science composed of certain skills and a mastery of these skills can
make a good teacher. In keeping with this view, VERS developed a handbook for the teachers, which
contains (a) practical tips for imparting a lesson, (b) a basic understanding of the needs and wants of
childhood (child psychology) as well as (c) classroom transaction inputs for various subjects. These are

seen as that a mode of consistent and comprehensive teacher development.

Some key areas, discussed in the handbook are given below briefly-

1. A Good Classroom

The handbook begins by discussing the idea of a good classroom as opposed to a not-so-good
classroom. The former has a democratic teacher, emphasis on context and encouragement to
creativity and innovation. The latter in turn has an authoritarian teacher, emphasis on content and
encouragement to rote learning. The learning process in these two classrooms is therefore also very
different. In the democratic classroom, the process of learning is experiential (it is through the
creation of learning situations and actual "doing” that learning takes place), while in the authoritarian

classroom the process of learning is textual (the text book content is the only source of information).

2. Introducing a Lesson-

An important part of the classroom pedagogy which is often the most neglected one is the
introduction of a lesson. The Handbook lays stress on this part of the classroom transaction, saying
that if the lesson is introduced well, there is genuine interest, motivation and curiosity generated in

the children, who will listen, follow and participate in the lesson throughout.
If for instance, the lesson for the day is on “volcanoes”, a teacher who begins by saying "Today T will
teach you about volcanoes. Do you know anything about volcanoes?” loses the class immediately by the

opening remark, which builds up resistance in the learner’'s mind. In alternate, the handbook suggests-

a) Starting the lesson with an interesting analogy or example



b) Starting with a story (in this case the story of the volcanic eruptions of the Mount Vesuvius could
be told)

¢) Starting with a role play or a dramatization of the topic or issue to be studied

d) Starting with a demonstration

e) Starting by using an audio visual aid (in this case some real life volcanic eruptions captured on
camera as a slide show or a motion picture can be shown)

f) Starting by using a chart prepared prior to the lesson ( a chart with pictures of mountains, both

dormant and volcanic can be shown)

3. The Art of Questioning

The handbook also shows how questions play a very significant and critical role in the classroom
transaction. Questions can keep a class active and alert. However, questioning is an art and good
questions can stimulate children to think and keep them attentive. The questions need to be pertinent,
precise, grammatically correct, and unambiguous, to the level of the student and importantly, put
across to the whole class. Responses also are important in that it should not be given in a chorus, the
responses should be in complete sentences, should be audible and understandable to the whole class.
In case of an incorrect response, the child should in no condition be ridiculed or scolded (this will
prevent/reduce her chances of responding in future out of fear and hesitation). Further, questioning
should not be the prerogative of the teacher alone, and the learners should also be encouraged and
free to ask questions. Further, students should be encouraged to asked provocative questions as it
promotes original thinking. Questions from the students also give the teacher an insight of the kind of

problems faced by the learners.

4. Importance of Speech and Expression

The handbook takes an interesting view on teaching. Teaching is seen as analogous to acting, with the
teacher as an actor. The teacher has to hold the attention of the pupils in much the same way as an
actor holds the attention of her audience. The actor also seldom turns her back towards the audience,
has to speak coherently, audibly with frequent voice modulation, maintains eye contact with the
audience and uses a lot of expressions. All this hold true for the teacher too. For instance, how would
an audience react if the actor delivers her part in a static manner, seated on a chair, without any voice

modulation or expression on her face? Very often teachers do just that- simply read out a chapter



from the textbook in a flat, eve, tone without any gestures and expressions and expect the children
to be attentive and alert.

If this analogy is kept in mind, the performance of the teacher improves instantly as, while teaching a
lesson she will keep drawing parallels between herself and an actor and the children and an audience,

and thus deliver better.

5. Theme Teaching

Our schools have a certain curriculum and syllabus to follow. It deals with all aspects of our lives in
relation to our environment, its history, its politics and its relation to the world and to the universe.
This curriculum is divided into subjects and each subject is labeled and made into a water tight
compartment. In compartmentalizing the world and the universe, we can no doubt study it in more
detail. Yet, these subjects in reality are interlinked to each other naturally. Just like if we partition a
room, it is difficult fo see what lies on the other side, similarly, by compartmentalizing subjects, we
often lose sight of the whole and its interlinkages. Sometimes, thus, it is important to break down
these partitions and take an overall view of the whole, which act to open up our minds to newer and
more interesting ways of teaching. Theme teaching is one such method of approaching the syllabus,
whereby a teacher can freely leap over the fences that divide history, geography, science and

literature. For instance, one can choose the theme of “colour”. It can be interlinked as represented -

LANGUAGE

GAMES GEOGRAPY

COLOUR

MATHS HISTORY

ART & CRAFT SCIENCE



Colour can be linked to the different subjects through the following means, for instance-

The possibilities of the theme teaching method are endless when rhymes, songs, games, dramas, slide

shows, experiment and Excursions are organized. However, this method has a problem. Because the

flexibility is so great, it is difficult to use this method in daily teaching, but it does help to give a

better picture of the curriculum and interlinkages between the subjects and hence removes boredom
as

well as giving both the teacher and the student space to breathe while learning. It is thus, better to

avoid elaborate planning and abstract themes. It is more prudent then to choose themes like forests,

deserts, water or paper, than concepts such as time or market.

6. Story telling as a Teaching tool-

Stories bring about a change in the usual routine classroom, it can be used to encourage children to
think creatively by asking them to complete a half story, it can also be used fo enhance, the listening
and understanding capabilities of children through story telling sessions- which also improve their
vocabulary and orient them towards literature. Stories if used correctly can also be used to teach
various curricular topics in subjects of health, history, geography and even science, without being

didactic. An example is given below-the subject here is Health (Clean Habits)






7. The Use of Charts in a Classroom-

While there is nothing novel about using chart in a classroom today, a deeper look into the making and
utility of charts is given in the handbook, saying that for better learning while, hearing is better that
reading, viewing is even better than hearing. The impact of a visual aid thus is the maximum and needs
to be used effectively.

A chart facilitates reading writing and hearing all at one time. If a teacher while talking, refers to a
chart, then the learner has a triple channel registration as she a) listens to the teacher b) sees the
pictures and c) reads the written matter in the chart simultaneously. Hereafter, the chart, as if,

speaks to the learner every time she looks at it. A process of revision thus goes on.

An interesting chart based activity, in the handbook is given below-

These are, in short, some of the outlined areas of the teacher's handbook. The handbook is a useful

tool as it is an area of consistent teacher education. It is something that the teachers find useful in

terms of in service development, as it gives them opportunities to innovate and grow.






